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Die orientalischen Religionen im romischen Heidentum. Vorlesungen 
am College de France gehalten von Franz Ctjmont. Autori- 
sierte deutsche Ausgabe von Georg Gehrich. Zweite ver- 
besserte und vermehrte Auflage. Leipzig: Teubner, 1914. 
Pp. xxviii+347. M. 5. 
Franz Cumont's Les Religions orientales dans le paganisme romain was 
first published in 1906 (Paris: Leroux). The German translation of this 
edition, by Georg Gehrich, at present Pastor and Kreisschulinspektor in 
Goslar, appeared in 1909, with preface and index by the translator. The 
second French edition, in 1909, contained the eight chapters substantially 
unchanged, excepting that on Syria, but with index and very greatly ampli- 
fied notes. Gehrich's translation of this second edition now appears, with 
preface dated September, 1914. An English version of the second edition, 
by a translator unnamed, was published in 1911 by the Open Court Publish- 
ing Company (Chicago). A review of the original edition, and an appre- 
ciation under the title of "The Significance of Franz Cumont's Work," 
both by the present reviewer, may be found respectively in Classical 
Philology, III, No. 4 (October, 1908), and as an introduction to the Open 
Coiu't translation. 

Franz Cumont, formerly professor in the University of Ghent, was at the 
outbreak of the war curator of the Mus6e Cinquantenaire at Brussels, and 
had completed arrangements for an extended period of investigation at Rome 
in his chosen field. His departure for Rome was accompUshed only after 
five months of effort. 

Grant Showerman 
University op Michigan 



A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical 
research. By A. T. Robertson, M.A., D.D., LL.D. New 
York: George H. Doran Co., 1914. Pp. xl-M360. $5.00 net. 
In 1908 Professor Robertson published A Short Grammar of the Greek 
New Testament. From its preface, it appears that he was led to begin his 
collection of material from a desire to transfer more of the method and 
results of comparative philology to the treatment of New Testament gram- 
mar. Later he became interested in the researches of Deissmann and Moul- 
ton, with the result that this earUer work was marked by its large use of 
comparative grammar and by the emphasis that it laid on the value of the 
study of the koivtj and modern Greek for a thorough understanding of the 
language of the New Testament. The present volume expands and supple- 
ments the earlier work and might almost be described as a historical Greek 
grammar in which special attention is given to the Greek of the New Testa- 
ment. Its range extends from the hypothetical origins of the language in 
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Indo-Germanic to its latest development in modern Greek. Naturally the 
author is not equally at home in all parts of so wide a field. Generally he is 
wise in his choice, of authorities, though at times he seems to give too much 
weight to the opinions of earUer scholars whose work has in part been super- 
seded by later investigations. Most scholars, for example, would hesitate 
to adopt the judgment of Clyde against that of Brugmann in the question of 
the pronominal origin of the personal endings of the verb, or to state on the 
same authority that ktyta was originally Xiyofu. 

In his introduction (pp. 3-139) he gives a rdsumd of the progress in the 
field of New Testament grammar with a full account of the new material 
now at the disposal of the grammarian, and discusses at length the relation of 
the language of the New Testament to the Kotv^ in general. His position is 
substantially that of Deissmann; viz., that the New Testament writings 
belong to the vernacular and not to the literary Kowrj. The section on 
accidence (pp. 143-376) takes up the topics of word-formation, orthography, 
phonetics, declensions, and conjugations. Here, as in the following section 
on syntax, he makes large use of the work of Delbriick and Brugmann in 
comparative phUology and that of Thumb and Hatzidakis in mediaeval and 
modern Greek, tracing the development of the language from its earUest 
beginnings down to the New Testament period and then on to its present 
state, in so far as the later Greek contains developments of New Testament 
phenomena. 

The section on syntax (pp. 379-1298) contains, in addition to the usual 
topics based upon the parts of speech, chapters on the meaning of syntax, 
the sentence, and figures of speech. His sjmtactical doctrine may be de- 
scribed as strongly colored by a profound belief in the final perseverance 
of the root-meaning. Thus in his general discussion of the cases he says: 
"In the study of each case the method of this grammar is to begin with root- 
idea of the particular case in hand. Out of that, by means of context and 
grammatical history, the resultant meaning in the particular instance can 
be reached. Even in an instance like iv fuixaipy (Luke 22:49) the locative 
case is not out of place. The smiting (Trarotlo/iev) is conceived as located in 
the sword." Doubtless Professor Robertson does feel the root-ideas when he 
reads such phrases. It may be questioned whether the same was true of 
Luke and TheophUus. The same attitude of mind appears in his treatment 
of the accusative with the infinitive. Because this accusative arose in con- 
nection with the verb on which the infinitive depends, and because the 
infinitive itself as a verbal noun was originally used without a designated 
subject, Professor Robertson cannot regard this accusative in its later uses 
as the subject of the infinitive, but must explain it as an "accusative of general 
reference." So, too, the confusion in the use of tk and iv in the New 
Testament is explained as due primarily to the fact that originally they 
were the same word. The possibility is suggested that this equivalence in 
usage might have persisted in some measure in the vernacular, but this is not 
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urged as an essential part of the explanation. No intervening medium is 
thought necessary for such reversions to type. In thus calling attention to 
this phase of the author's point of view I should do injustice to the book 
if I did not add that Professor Robertson has made himself familiar with the 
investigations of modern scholarship and has brought together in his book 
an immense amount of valuable material, including much that is of interest 
to classical students. It is provided with three good indexes and contains 
copious references to the Uterature upon the various topics discussed. 

Ralph Hermon Tuket 
William Jewell College 



Prodikos von Keos und die Anfange der Synonymik bei den Griechen. 
Von Dr. Hermann Mayer. (Rhetorische Studien heraus- 
gegeben von Dr. E. Drerup, Heft 1.) Paderborn: Ferdinand 
Schoningh, 1913. Pp. 159. M. 5. 

Mayer concludes from the available evidence that Prodicus was the first 
to attempt a scientific study of the meaning of words but that he left no 
work on that subject. However, on the basis of the passages in the works 
of Plato, where Prodicus is mentioned or introduced as speaking, confirmed 
and supplemented by scattered references in other authors, he is able to 
deduce certain general principles that Prodicus followed in the discrimination 
of synonymous terms and also to point out certain characteristic methods in 
his use of synonyms in connected discourse. Mayer then appUes this test to 
the works of the authors who might have come directly under his influence. 
Aside from its demonstration of the influence of the teachings of Prodicus 
upon his contemporaries, the book contains a number of interesting observa- 
tions on the relation between synonjnmy and other elements of style. 

Ralph Herman Tuket 
William Jewell College 



Q. Orazio Flacco studiato in Italia dal Secolo XIII al XVIII. By 
Gaetano Curcio. Vol. VII of Biblioteca di Filologia Classica, 
diretta da Carlo Pascal. Catania: Fran. Battiato, 1913. 
Pp. viii+338. L. 5. 

Curcio's work belongs among the remoter ramifications of classical 
philology. Strictly speaking, it is within the field of comparative literature. 
The author's aim is to trace the influence of Horace on the technique, con- 
tents, and spirit of Italian lyric poetry from Petrarch through the eighteenth 
century. His hope is that he may contribute materials indispensable for 
the study of Italian poetry. 



